
Inspection of The Willow Tree Nursery 
School
Bidford-on-Avon Primary School, Bramley Way, Bidford-on-Avon, ALCESTER, 
Warwickshire B50 4QG

Inspection date: 11 April 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish in this remarkable nursery. They are greeted with smiles and 
enthusiasm by the staff with whom they have developed warm, trusting 
relationships. Children demonstrate extremely positive attitudes to learning. They 
engage with awe and wonder in the activities that have been thoughtfully planned 
for them to follow their interests. Staff adeptly play alongside children, engaging 
them in deep and purposeful conversations that effectively support their language 
development. For example, when exploring minibeast habitats, staff introduce and 
model new words like 'insect' and 'life cycle' to extend children's vocabulary as well 
as develop their understanding of the natural world. Children relish playing and 
learning outside in an area that is expertly planned and skilfully resourced to 
support their individual learning needs. Children develop important physical skills as 
they climb, run and navigate their way along narrow balance beams. They smile 
and jump in the air excitedly after successfully manoeuvring their way along 
stepping stones. Children are proud of their achievements.

Staff are excellent role models and children receive praise and encouragement for 
all their efforts and accomplishments. Staff have established clear routines. They 
teach children how to behave extremely well. As a result, the way children conduct 
themselves is exemplary. Children are consistently considerate and polite towards 
their peers. They demonstrate high levels of independence and responsibility. 
Children enjoy taking on roles or duties within the nursery that are implemented 
effectively to support their personal development. For example, they lay the table 
with cups and plates, serve fruit to their peers and use the tambourine to lead the 
singing of the 'super manners' song at snack time.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The inspirational manager and her dedicated team have a strong vision of what 
they want children to learn. This masterfully underpins the exciting, play-based 
curriculum that they have designed to reflect children's developmental needs 
and personal interests. The curriculum is skilfully planned to ensure that children 
have vast opportunities to practise and embed each step of their learning across 
all areas of the provision.

n Managers and staff ensure that their provision has a clear focus on developing 
children's communication and language skills. Staff are highly skilled at 
modelling language to support and extend children's vocabulary. They 
consistently use stories, songs and rhymes to expertly support this area of 
learning. They consistently practise new words so that children know how to use 
these accurately. For example, children rehearse the words 'soft', 'cold', 'crunchy' 
and 'hard' when using their senses to describe how things feel.  

n The key-person system is highly effective. Staff know all the children extremely 
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well and they work closely together to plan for their learning. They expertly 
consider each child's needs, interests and abilities and they plan a variety of 
innovative experiences to enhance children's learning. Staff are skilful in their 
approach and adept at adapting their practice to support or extend children's 
learning. For example, when children make models of minibeasts, staff 
encourage children to problem-solve and think critically about their learning. 
They ask children to consider which materials they will choose to make the 
wings and legs for their model and how they will attach them to the body.

n The special educational needs coordinator is passionate about obtaining the best 
possible support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND). She works extremely closely with parents, staff and external 
professionals to cohesively plan how they will support children's development. 
Children with SEND are supported exceptionally well within the nursery and 
make excellent progress as a result. 

n Staff teach children about healthy lifestyles and choices exceptionally well. 
Children happily eat healthy foods at snack times, and they independently drink 
from a water station when needed. Staff talk to children consistently about how 
the foods they eat are good for them. Children learn about good oral health; 
they learn how to clean their teeth and they have important opportunities to 
practise these skills. Children greatly enjoy active learning and staff plan 
extensive learning opportunities for children to develop important physical skills, 
such as participating in yoga lessons and outdoor forest-school activities.   

n Staff have an excellent understanding of the skills that children need to learn 
before starting school. Staff are passionate about ensuring that children are well 
prepared with the skills they need to be independent, resilient and confident to 
do things for themselves. As a result, children are exceptionally well prepared for 
their transition to school.

n The manager has extremely high expectations for her staff.  Staff feel that their 
welfare is given important consideration and is supported effectively by the 
manager. Staff feel extremely valued. Regular staff meetings and training 
opportunities ensure that every member of staff is continually developing their 
practice. Staff share aspects of training that they have attended with other staff 
members to embed these new skills and knowledge across the nursery.

n Parents speak exceptionally highly of the nursery. Staff form excellent 
partnerships with parents. They take time to really get to know each family well 
and regularly share information about children's progress. Parents are fully 
involved in their children's learning and are supported to continue this at home. 
Parents state that children, including those with SEND, feel happy, safe and 
secure at this nursery and that they make exceptional progress in their learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY470593

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10335278

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 34

Number of children on roll 34

Name of registered person
The Willow Tree Nursery School Bidford 
Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910203

Telephone number 01789 773041

Date of previous inspection 11 June 2018

Information about this early years setting

The Willow Tree Nursery School registered in 2014. The nursery employs five 
members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 3. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday during term time. Sessions are 
from 8.50am to 3.30pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sue Bradford

Inspection report: The Willow Tree Nursery School
11 April 2024 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities and assessed 

the impact this has on children's learning.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector, including through 

written testimonials.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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